Faber’s headquarters.

I miss the old Unison factory. It was
set on a hilltop next to one of Italy’s
largest free-ranging pig farms. The
squeals were delightful. The smell,
alas, was not. The pigs would come up
to the fence and greet you. Really.
Much as I love pigs, I would not want
them as neighbors.

Its hard to believe that, three
decades ago, there was no Italian hi-fi
industry. Today, many of the world’s
most interesting and innovative hi-fi
products come from Italy, which has
become a hotbed of hi-fi, especially the
two-channel variety.

Why do I love hi-fi from Italy? For
the same reason my wife, Marina, loves
Italian leather goods. Beautifully built.
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day, signor Sacchetti makes them.

Some of Professore Rossetto’s stu-
dents are amused. Aren’t tubes...obso-
lete? Inefficient? Uneconomical? Archa-
ic? Tubes are all these things, and yet
tubes live—even if they don’t always rule.

There’s a reason signor Sacchetti, Dr.
Rossetto, and signor Nasta are attached
to tubes. They listen. That’s what Italian
hi-fi designers and manufacturers do.
They don’t decide what’s right in
advance, and they don’t just measure.
They listen.

“Why is signor Sacchetti so trim?”
my wife, Marina, wanted to know.
“This is Italy, after all.”

I asked the very lean signor Sacchetti.

“I hardly ever eat,” he confessed. “By
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can’t recall seeing another amplifier
with three output tubes per channel.
Can you?

You usually see KT88s and other
output tubes marching along in
matched pairs—one, two, three, even
four pairs per channel. That's because
most amplifiers are push-pull. One
tube pushes, its partner pulls. But the
Performance is single-ended, so a trio
can do the trick.

According to signor Sacchetti, the
Performance’s output transformers are
wound so that they “see” the KT88
tetrode output tubes as triodes.

“Both the preamp and power-amp
stages use triodes in parallel, along with
automatic biasing,” signor Sacchetti
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